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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-20 NSC-10 SPC-03 PM-07 L-03 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 

DRC-01 /090W 

073904 

R 1 10947Z JAN 74 

FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 

TO CINCPAC 

INFO CINCUSARPAC 

CINCPACREPPHIL 

CHJUSMAGPHIL 

SECSTATE WASHDC 286 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 0408 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PDEV, PINS, PFOR 

SUBJECT: REMOVAL OF SAFASIA FROM PACOM 

REF: (A) CHJUSMAGPHIL 1 10106Z JAN 74 

(B) CINCPAC 220041Z DEC 73 

(C) CINCPAC 22042Z DEC 73 

WHILE EMBASSY WAS NOT ADDRESSEE ON REF B AND C, AND CON- 
CURS IN REF A, WE WISH TO TAKE OPPORTUNITY TO GO ON RECORD 
THAT SAFASIA VISITS TO AND PROJECTS IN PHILIPPINES HAVE 
OCCASIONED MOUNTING PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEMS FOR USG. 
DESPITE ANODYNE NATURE SAFASIA CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS, MANY 
JOURNASLISTS HAVE LEAPED TO CONCLUSION THAT THERE SOMEHOW 
SIGNIFICANT SPECIAL FORCES ACTIVITY IN PHILIPPINES PRE- 
SAGING USG INTERVENTION OF SOME SORT. EMBASSY, ACCORD 
INGLY, IS FORCED TO SPEND INORDINATE AMOUNT OF TIME TRYING 
TO COUNTER SUCH IMPRESSIONS. IN SUM, SAFASIA HAS DOUBT- 
LESS PROJECTED FAVORABLE US IMAGE AMONG RURAL POPULATION 
PHILIPPINES, BUT IT HAS UNFORTUNATELY ALSO STIRRED THE 
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BLOOD LUST OF THE MORE EXCITABLE AND VOCAL MEMBERS 
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US MEDIA. DESPITE EMBASSY BRIEFINGS OF PRESS. DISTORTED STORIES 
STILL ARE WRITTEN THAT TEND TO KEEP ALIVE IMAGE OF US 
INTERVENTION IN PHILIPPINES AND SOME OF THESE STORIES 
HAVE ALSO CAUSED PROBLEMS FOR GOP. 

SULLIVAN 
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